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	Club
	Representatives
	Name


	
	Area Rep
	Hilary McKenna

	South Durham
	Chair
	Friedl Hutchinson

	Sunniside
	Secretary
	Lynne Walker

	Yarm
	Volunteer Co-ordinator
	Chris Rogers

	
	Treasurer
	Julia Hather

	Barnard Castle
	Chair
	Lezley Aldridge

	Barnard Castle
	Treasurer
	Helen Roff

	Bay
	Chair
	Fiona Wood

	Bay
	Team Manager
	Pat Simpson

	Bishops
	Chair
	Barry Sexton

	Darlington
	Chair
	Sheils Robinson

	Darlington
	Treasurer
	Katie Walton

	Fieldhouse
	Secretary
	Helen Berry

	Fieldhouse
	Treasurer
	Ellie Moralee

	Newcastle
	Chair
	Carole Jordan

	Newcastle
	Secretary
	 Laura Pallas

	Sunniside
	Secretary
	Lynne Walker

	Tyne & Wear
	Jt Secretary
	Lynne Bradwell

	Yarm
	Chair
	Nicky Dare

	Yarm
	Team Manager
	Chris Rogers

	Border
	Committee Member
	Vicky Owen

	Apologies
	
	

	Corbridge
	
	Caroline Mason

	Bishops
	Team Manager
	Ailsa Wraith

	Sunniside
	Team Manager
	Anne Ryan

	Three Valley
	Chair
	Abi Robinson

	Three Valley
	Secretary
	Sharon Prosser

	Three Valley
	Team Manager
	Jo Nicholson

	Whitby
	Team Manager
	Claire Thompson

	Tyne & Wear
	Jt Secretary
	Natalie Russell

	Border
	Team Manager
	Laura Finegold

	Yorkshire Coast
	Chairman
	Jilly Gale

	
	
	




Welcome and Attendance

· Welcome to everyone who has come tonight, the format is slightly different to normal liaison meetings, partly due to my enforced absence due to injury.  The trophies for annual awards are slightly different from this time.  The individual trophies for riders and teams will remain the same, but will in future be given out at a trophy celebration night in 2027.
Trophy Presentation.
1. Trophy Presentation & Adjusted Specifications

Discussion Summary:
· All trophies had been recalled for proper presentations, and because some trophies now have been allocated to different classes, due to BRC changing the criteria for open, mixed, i.e. 90 open is now 90 mixed.
· Decision: Trophy names kept unchanged due to cost of update and potential for further changes by British Riding Clubs.

· Option discussed to add an historical note or updated label, but no resolution reached.  To be discussed further, costs etc to be gone into.
Trophy Recipients:

	Junior Winter League Points
	Barnard Castle Eagles


	Senior Winter League Points
	Fieldhouse

	Mixed Winter League Points
	Yarm Red

	Senior Quiz
	Fieldhouse

	Junior Quiz
	Barnard Castle Eagles

	Senior Summer Points
	Border

	Junior Summer Points
	Barnard Castle Eagles

	Mixed Summer Points
	Barnard Castle Eagles

	Mixed HT 90 HT trophy
	Three Valley

	Mixed 80 HT trophy
	Three Valley Blue

	Mixed 70 HT trophy
	Three Valley

	Senior Dressage Trophy
	Helen Berry  (presented already)

	Junior Dressage Trophy
	Carmeron Eccles BC. (already presented

	Senior SJ Trophy
	

	Junior SJ Trophy
	

	Training award
	Senior – Border

	
	Junior - Barnard Castle

	
	Mixed - Three Valley


	
	


Administrative:
· Two trophies had not been located, if we cannot find them we will buy new ones to replace these, but it is the club’s responsibility to replace these trophies if they cannot be found in time for next presentation.  Temporary SJ trophies given out on the night.

· Clubs must fill in and return paperwork distributed for trophy custody that evening.



2. Points System for 2026

· Adopted an annualised points system moving forward.

· Training awards:
· Now distributed across three sections: Junior, Senior, and Mixed.

· Monetary value per section: £70
· Importance of consistent naming for teams stressed for proper points allocation.

· i.e. Sunniside Red,   in the next competition Sunniside Red, not just Sunniside.

· Appeal for questions on training awards and clarifications on missing trophies.



3. Financial Report

· Presented by Julia.

· Key Figures:
· Current profit: £4,600
· £1,100 held for training payments

· Arena eventing made approx. £1,500 profit (150 entries this year, up from under 100 last two years)

· Training events:

· Some recent training events cancelled due to low entries.

· Recent training at Ivesley well received.

· Upcoming sessions with Leslie Perry and Benridge and Victoria Bakery (Stockton)

· Clubs alerted to monitor website for updates.

· Ongoing issue: Northern Regional Championship - Difficulty in retrieving funds due to lack of response from an individual (only identified as "him" and possibly associated with Roy and Area 4), with pending action to escalate to Riding Club office when possible.

· Attendees expressed satisfaction with financial health.



4. Summer Qualifiers & Entry Procedures

· Horse Trials: Scheduled for May 24th at Ivesley 
· Dressage & Show Jumping: Also at Ivesley; 
· Combined Training & Challenges at Northallerton.
· Entry Protocols:
· Club members must enter through their team manager for qualifiers.

· Two unaffiliated competitions available,   Unaffiliated competitions will have an entry on Equo events too, entries on website too.
· Clarified:  Winter League and national qualifiers for 2026/27 there will be no unaffiliated competitions included.  If a member wishes to enter and not to to championships, this will be allowed.

· Future qualifier venues  - 2026-2027
	Competition
	Date
	Venue

	Novice Show Jumping

 
	Saturday 3rd  October 2026
	 West Park. Tow Law

	Intermediate Show Jumping
	Sunday 4th October 2026
	West Park Tow Law

	Intermediate /Grass Roots  Winter Dressage
	Sat & Sun 31st Oct & 1st November 
	Holmside Hall EC. Burnhope. DH7 0DT

	Open Winter Dressage  
	15th November 2026
	West Moor. Longframlinton. Northumberland.

	DtM Qualifier/Pairs
	Sunday 6th December 2026
	Alnwick Ford.

	Arena Eventing
	?
	Richmond EC




5. Training
· Some re-organisation of organising the training, when the training is taking place, it needs Area 2 training officer to be there, for safety reasons, and also organisation.  

· We organised the training at Ivesley with increased help from Julia and Lynne.

· Clubs were asked if they had someone who would help or assist with this task.


6. Official Stewards
· Insufficient certified official stewards available; currently only a handful (Hilary,  Alison, Lynne).

· Urgent call to encourage attendance at upcoming steward training weekends.

· Some recent resignations from the steward pool.

· Shortage presents a sustainability concern for competitions.



7. Volunteers
· Volunteer coordination for events is operating smoothly; early sign-ups being received.

· Clubs' volunteer coordinators commended for responsiveness.

· Ongoing concern: Over-reliance on a small number of individuals; additional stewards and on-event volunteers needed for future expansion.

· Suggestion of a new approach from Chris; to be discussed separately.



8. Minutes and Previous Meeting Follow-up
· Minutes from the last liaison meeting available on the website.

· No corrections or matters arising that are not already on this agenda.



10. Issues with Sport 80 System
· Several clubs experiencing problems with Sport 80 system (used for championship invitations and entries):

· Entries dropping out of "basket" unintentionally.

· General usability difficulties, especially for less technically-skilled users.

· Request made for contact information for Sport 80 administrators to allow formal complaints/escalation.



11. General Competition Affiliation and Rising Costs
· Ongoing confusion over the Competition Pass system; no changes communicated from BRC since before Christmas.

· Noted financial burden on individual members:

· Requirement for Competition Pass (approx. £30) in addition to event entry fees and increased transportation (diesel) and stabling costs.

· Stabling costs cited: £57 (£67 for late booking), with no shavings provided.

· Concerns raised over these cumulative costs "pricing people out," especially with cost-of-living increases (especially diesel).

· Three teams to Arena UK  cost over £1,000; two teams to show jumping £700.

· Comparisons to British Showjumping (BS) where stabling is much cheaper; possible venue-level profiteering suspected.

· General agreement that expense is becoming prohibitive for casual competitors.



12. Rules for Show Jumping Poles
· Report from recent event: British Showjumping (BS) now requires all-plastic show jump poles (with metal ends).

· Requirement not (yet) mirrored in BRC rules, but club concerned this could be imposed, producing substantial costs for clubs with wooden jumps.

· Discussion about practical and horse safety implications of all-plastic poles, especially at outdoor/less sheltered venues.

· Clubs owning their own show jumps - advised to monitor rule changes.

· Concerns expressed that new rules may not be suited to northern clubs or outdoor competitions.



13. Next Meeting Date
· Next Scheduled Meeting: September 14, 2026

Area 2 Liaison Meeting.  South Causey Hotel.


Monday 13th April 2026.








